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 “You can’t make this stuff up” may be anecdotal for some, but for Jackson, 
Mississippi native George Malvaney, it is the reality of his life. Combine a high school 
dropout, a Klansman, an armed coup attempt in the Caribbean, a stay in federal prison, 
and a decision to change, and you have but half of his swashbuckling tale. Throw in the 
worst man-made environmental disaster in history, and you have unleashed Malvaney’s 
memoir, Cups Up, a title drawn from the wakeup call shouted at prisoners instructing them 
to put their “cups up” for coffee.
 Fast forward to Malvaney’s life today and you will find that the ex-Klansman, ex-
mercenary, and ex-con is now a highly successful executive working to bring change, hope, 
and restoration to his beloved Mississippi. 
 “We are molded into the people we become not by life’s pleasantries but by life’s 
difficulties, adversity, and mistakes, and how we deal with them. I took my Klan experience 
and recognized it as a terrible mistake and became a better person because of it,” said 
Malvaney. (Cups Up-Pg.46)
 Change began with a decision to change. 
 Malvaney, while confined to solitary confinement during his first week in federal 
prison began to search his soul for answers to the questions, “What do I need to do to 
never come back here again, and what do I have to do to change my life?” He determined 
that day to do whatever it took to change and become a better man.
 Living in a crowded cell with seven black prisoners, he began to understand and 
have compassion for the very people he had once hated when those cellmates asked him 
for a favor. “Can you write me a letter?” was the whisper of cellmate Leon in the middle of 
the night as he sought Malvaney’s help in sending a letter to his mother. No one in the cell 
but Malvaney could read or write so he began to write letters home for all the cell mates 
as they told him what to say to their loved ones. When the mail arrived from their families, it 
was Malvaney who read the letters to his cell mates.
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 “I’d never felt sorry for anyone black before, and I began to think that I had been at 
least partially wrong. I began to have confusing and conflicting feelings about my racial 
beliefs. I tried to push those feelings aside and cling tightly to my staunch anti-black 
beliefs, but my doubts kept returning. It was the beginning of change, though I didn’t 
realize it until much later. The cliché that the pen is mightier than the sword seemed quite 
fitting to me: only my ability to read and write afforded me this luxury”, said Malvaney. (Cups 
Up-Pg. 82- 83)
 Malvaney received an early release from prison and was headed home to 
Mississippi after 18 months. But he muttered the words “cups up” almost daily to remind 
himself of the promise he made to become a better man. He chose new friends and a new 
way of life as he worked his way through college. 
 “I continued to think back to those nights in the Atlanta Penitentiary when I wrote 
letters for Leon. Changing one’s beliefs and convictions is a process, not a burst of blinding 
light; it takes time and effort. In my case, it took a long time. It happened little by little, day 
by day and year by year,” said Malvaney. (Cups Up-Pg.123-124)
 He completed his parole requirements during college, and under the “Federal 
Youthful Offender Act”, his record was expunged. 
 It was his love of the environment that led Malvaney to the next chapter in life as 
a hard-nosed environmental regulator for the Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality. Ironically, he worked alongside agents from the A.T.F. and the F.B.I. to enforce 
environmental law. These were the very agencies that had arrested him so many years 
before.
 Malvaney later moved to the private sector and quickly became a nationally 
recognized expert in environmental cleanup. When the 2010 BP oil spill hit the Gulf Coast 
it was Malvaney who was tapped by Governor Haley Barbour to lead the cleanup of the 
Mississippi waters. Managing hundreds of millions of dollars and thousands of people, 
Malvaney became the “go- to” guy for taking on the worst manmade disaster in history. 
 But it was during the height of the oil spill response that Malvaney’s past came 
back to haunt him when a local reporter received a tip that an ex-Klansman was 
heading up the oil spill response. The article exposed Malvaney’s past. He was certain 
that he was going to pay dearly for his mistakes, but to his surprise he was met with 
understanding, acceptance, and even admiration for turning his life around. 
 Governor Haley Barbour said, “I met George in the first days of the Deepwater 
Horizon incident. Like most anyone who learns of his past, I was intrigued with the 
scandalous escapades of his youth and his transformation to a respected business-man 
but just never knew the details, until now. Unlike any I’ve heard or read, Cups Up is a 
story of redemption about George’s missteps into dark places as a youngster with the 
fortitude to find his way out.”
 The only question people had was, “How did you go from that to where you are 
now?” To answer that question for others and for himself, Malvaney wrote his memoir 
“Cups Up”. Since its release in May 2018, it has become a best seller in Mississippi.
  “I have pulled back the curtain and shared some of the darkest places. I believe my 
journey can inspire others and give hope to those who need help coming out of a dark 
place. I am living proof that anyone can change, and you can live the life you want if you 
make a choice,” George Malvaney.



“I met George in the first days of the Deepwater Horizon incident. 

Like most anyone who learns of his past, I was intrigued with 

the scandalous escapades of his youth and his transformation 

to a respected business-man but just never knew the details, 

until now. Unlike any I’ve heard or read, Cups Up is a story 

of redemption about George’s missteps into dark places as a 

youngster with the fortitude to find his way out.”

— HALEY BARBOUR, GOVERNOR OF MISSISSIPPI, 
2004–2012

“The hardships of George’s youth did not define him. Rather, 

his determination to overcome those unfortunate circumstances 

makes his story one of redemption. I am glad he is sharing it.”

— GOVERNOR PHIL BRYANT

“George Malvaney’s life has had more twists and turns than a 

Coney Island pretzel. If his myriad experiences prove one thing, 

it’s that adrenaline is the only drug worth doing, and it is a 

terrible thing to waste. Very much a man of his time and place, 

society’s institutions both served and failed Malvaney. Schools 

and the church not so much, the Navy and prison did better by 

him. George was one of the lucky ones, he found his purpose in 

life in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. We are fortunate indeed to 

have the George Malvaneys of this world in our midst in a time 

of crisis. “Cups Up is an articulate, timely, and honest narrative 

about a life that has been very much worth the living. I dare say 

the late Willie Morris, whose Books in Memoir and Biography 

series Cups Up is a part of, would’ve recognized George 

Malvaney and liked him very much.”

— WILLIAM DUNLAP, PAINTER AND WRITER
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GALLERY

Six-year-old George collecting 
beaver cuttings on a creek 
adjacent to the Pearl River,1966. 

George Malvaney (center front) 
and the other nine mercenaries 
involved with the Bayou of Pigs 
plot entering the Orleans Parish 
Prison, April 1981. 
AP Photo: Jack Thornell

The USS Concord (AFS-5), 
where George Malvaney 
organized and led a KKK unit.

George Malvaney (center front), 
Mississippi governor Haley 
Barbour (right), and BP’s Kenny 
Spriggs exiting a Blackhawk 
helicopter after a tour of the BP 
oil slick off the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast, May 2010.  



George Malvaney (standing) briefing Governor 
Barbour and his staff on defensive measures to 
prevent the BP oil slick from reaching the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast, May 2010. 

Photo by Dan M. Turner.

The US Penitentiary in Atlanta.

George Malvaney’s writing setup in 
Montana’s  Beartooth Mountains, 2015. 

Forrest and Hillary Malvaney,  Hopewell, 
Mississippi, 1994. 



KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER

George Malvaney is a dynamic speaker 
with an incredible story of inspiration and 
hope. As a keynote speaker, he delivers 
an unforgettable message that ensures 
that audiences attending business forums, 
conferences, college lectures, and non-
profit meetings walk away with the “how 
to’s” of overcoming some of life’s greatest 
challenges. This high school dropout, Ex-
Klansman, Ex-Mercenary, Ex-Con, and 
Ex-Felon went on to graduate college and 
fight polluters. He is now an Executive in 
Mississippi bringing change and giving 
hope to others.

PUBLICIST CONTACT INFORMATION:
Becky Russell, Russell Media Consultants
Email: becky@russellmediaconsultants.com

Phone: 601-397-2134


