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Malvaney’s life epitomizes the old maxim that “You cannot make this stuff 
up.” In this skillfully written memoir, Malvaney takes the reader on the 
“ride of a lifetime” as he explains how he went from being an Ex-Con, an 
Ex-Klansman, and an Ex-Mercenary to becoming a successful Executive 
bringing change to Mississippi.

When the worst manmade disaster in history hit the Gulf of Mexico 2010, 
it was Malvaney who was tasked by then Governor Haley Barbour to 
spearhead the response. Managing hundreds of millions of dollars and 
thousands of people, Malvaney became known as the “go to” guy to get 
the job done for Mississippi.

But it was at the height of his success on the BP oil spill cleanup that 
Malvaney’s past came back to haunt him. A reporter from the local paper, 
The Sun Herald, wrote an article about his colorful past. Shortly after that, 
Malvaney decided to tell his story his way.

“I have pulled back the curtain and shared some of the darkest places I 
have been in life and also the brighter spots of my story to get to where I 
am now. Those who know me know I don’t hold back. I believe my journey 
can inspire others and give hope to those who need help coming out of a 
dark place. I am living proof that anyone can change, and everyone can 
live the life they want if they will make a choice to change,” George
Malvaney.

George Malvaney is a highly 
successful Jackson Mississippi 
business man who has written the 
bestselling book Cups Up: How 
I Organized a Klavern, Plotted a 
Coup, Survived Prison, Graduated 
College, Fought Polluters, and 
Started a Business.



“I met George in the first days of the Deepwater Horizon incident. 

Like most anyone who learns of his past, I was intrigued with 

the scandalous escapades of his youth and his transformation 

to a respected business-man but just never knew the details, 

until now. Unlike any I’ve heard or read, Cups Up is a story 

of redemption about George’s missteps into dark places as a 

youngster with the fortitude to find his way out.”

— HALEY BARBOUR, GOVERNOR OF MISSISSIPPI, 
2004–2012

“The hardships of George’s youth did not define him. Rather, 

his determination to overcome those unfortunate circumstances 

makes his story one of redemption. I am glad he is sharing it.”

— GOVERNOR PHIL BRYANT

“George Malvaney’s life has had more twists and turns than a 

Coney Island pretzel. If his myriad experiences prove one thing, 

it’s that adrenaline is the only drug worth doing, and it is a 

terrible thing to waste. Very much a man of his time and place, 

society’s institutions both served and failed Malvaney. Schools 

and the church not so much, the Navy and prison did better by 

him. George was one of the lucky ones, he found his purpose in 

life in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. We are fortunate indeed to 

have the George Malvaneys of this world in our midst in a time 

of crisis. “Cups Up is an articulate, timely, and honest narrative 

about a life that has been very much worth the living. I dare say 

the late Willie Morris, whose Books in Memoir and Biography 

series Cups Up is a part of, would’ve recognized George 

Malvaney and liked him very much.”

— WILLIAM DUNLAP, PAINTER AND WRITER
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GALLERY

Six-year-old George collecting 
beaver cuttings on a creek 
adjacent to the Pearl River,1966. 

George Malvaney (center front) 
and the other nine mercenaries 
involved with the Bayou of Pigs 
plot entering the Orleans Parish 
Prison, April 1981. 
AP Photo: Jack Thornell

The USS Concord (AFS-5), 
where George Malvaney 
organized and led a KKK unit.

George Malvaney (center front), 
Mississippi governor Haley 
Barbour (right), and BP’s Kenny 
Spriggs exiting a Blackhawk 
helicopter after a tour of the BP 
oil slick off the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast, May 2010.  



George Malvaney (standing) briefing Governor 
Barbour and his staff on defensive measures to 
prevent the BP oil slick from reaching the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast, May 2010. 

Photo by Dan M. Turner.

The US Penitentiary in Atlanta.

George Malvaney’s writing setup in 
Montana’s  Beartooth Mountains, 2015. 

Forrest and Hillary Malvaney,  Hopewell, 
Mississippi, 1994. 



KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER

George Malvaney is a dynamic speaker 
with an incredible story of inspiration and 
hope. As a keynote speaker, he delivers 
an unforgettable message that ensures 
that audiences attending business forums, 
conferences, college lectures, and non-
profit meetings walk away with the “how 
to’s” of overcoming some of life’s greatest 
challenges. This high school dropout, Ex-
Klansman, Ex-Mercenary, Ex-Con, and 
Ex-Felon went on to graduate college and 
fight polluters. He is now an Executive in 
Mississippi bringing change and giving 
hope to others.
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